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Background

• Several meetings with Chamber, EDC, Mayor and 
Councilmember Steinmeyer

• Met with staff from KC Biz Care
• Chamber and EDC were to reach out to local business 

to gather feedback on process.



Redesigned Business License Webpage



Created New Business Webpage



Created New Business Checklist



Other Business Process Changes

• Food Handler Classes moved online
– Available in several different languages

• Improved communication between City and EDC
• Revising business license forms for ease of use 
• Zoning Clearance Form



Liquor License Code Changes

• Background
– Chapter 2 – Alcoholic Beverages – established 1970
– 37 amendments over the years
– Duplicate and sometimes contradicting regulations

• Summer 2020 – Began review of Chapter 2 – Alcoholic Beverages
– Compared to peer communities and Missouri State Statutes and liquor 

regulations.



Liquor License Code Changes

• Reorganized the Chapter
• Updated Regulations to Match State Statutes
• Reduced the Number of Licenses
• Sunday Sales and Tasting Permit
• License Fees
• Modified process for Change of Ownership
• Modified and Clarified the Process



Reorganized Chapter
• Consolidated definitions and general provisions into 1 section for 

ease of use.
• Duplicate and contradicting regulations in different sections
• These were corrected



Updated Regulations to State Statutes
• In last 10 years, State legislature made changes to 38 sections of 

the liquor regulations.
• City made 37 amendments in 50 years.
• Several regulations were in conflict with State Statutes

– These were corrected and reference was made to the specific State 
Statute section



Reduced Number of Licenses
• Currently – 48 Licenses

– Many of these didn’t correlate to Licenses offered by State

• Reduced to 23 Licenses
– These are correlated to Licenses offered by State

• Additionally, Code change adds general perimeters for that 
license
– Hours of operations
– Activities allowed (e.g., Sunday Sales or Tasting Permit)
– Any Restrictions on the number of licenses



Sunday Sales and Tasting Permits

• Sunday Sales and Tasting Permits handled the same way as the 
State

• These would be administratively approved
• There are some licenses that include Sunday sales with the 

license
– License for selling beer in original package
– License for selling beer by the drink 



License Fees
• Current – Requires full fee regardless when the license 

application is submitted
• Proposed ordinance prorates the fee:

– Full fee – when license application is made or approved before 
December 31st

– Half fee – when license application is made between January 1st and 
March 30th

– April 1st and June 30th – Full fee is charged but the expiration date is 
June 30th the following year.



Modified Process Change of Ownership
• Current – Any change in ownership requires City Council approval
• Proposed ordinance:

– City Council approval required when more than 25% change in 
ownership

– Administrative approval for 25% or less change in ownership



Modified and Clarified Process

• Current Process:
– City Council approval of all liquor licenses (including a transfer of 

license, expansion of an existing premise and change of ownership) 
following a public hearing. 

– 2/3 majority of City Council is required when license is less than 300 
feet from residential, church or school.

– Requires public hearing and notice but it doesn’t specify timing of 
mailed notices, the notification requirement or how that is measured.



Modified Process cont.

• Proposed Process:
– City Council approval only when the licensed premise is within 300 

feet of residential property, a church or a school.  
• This requires a public hearing by the City Council following 

notification, etc.
– If the licensed premise is greater than 300 feet from residential 

property, a church or a school, the license can be administratively 
approved.



Modified Process cont.
• Proposed Process:

– Wholesale and Manufacturing license types are 
administratively approved.

– Sunday Sales – add on to a license 
– Removed the 2/3 majority vote by City Council when license is 

less than 300 feet from residential, church or school.



Clarified Process cont.

• Proposed Clarification:
– Public Hearing Notice
– Specifies timing – 10 calendar days
– Specifies notification distance and how it is measured.

• 300 feet
• Measured from license premise to property line.



Next Steps

• 2nd Reading on proposed changes – March 1st

• Revision to Liquor License Fees – March 1st

• Revised Liquor License Application
– More simplified and clearer application



Questions…


