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Introduction

The travel sector is an integral part of the economy in Independence, 
Missouri.  Visitors generate significant economic benefits to households, 
businesses and government alike and represent a critical driver of the 
region’s future.  Gross output (total business sales) attributable to visitor 
spending in the local economy amounted to more than $224.2 million in 
2019.

By monitoring the visitor economy, policymakers can inform decisions 
regarding the funding and prioritization of the sector’s development.  
They can also carefully monitor its successes and future needs.  This is 
particularly true for Independence as it continues to expand upon its 
visitor economy, and by establishing a baseline for economic impacts, 
the industry can track its progress over time.

To quantify the economic significance of the tourism sector in 
Independence, Tourism Economics has prepared a comprehensive model 
detailing the far reaching impacts arising from visitor spending.  The results 
of this study show the scope of the travel sector in terms of direct visitor 
spending, as well as the total economic impacts, jobs, and fiscal (tax) 
impacts in the broader economy.



Economic Impact of Visitors 2019



Independence Forecast due to COVID-19


